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Filed for intro on  01/08/2002

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 485
By  Henry

A RESOLUTION To commend Clark David Baker for his
honorable and astute service to the people of
Tennessee as President and CEO of the YMCA
of Middle Tennessee.

WHEREAS, It is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to

specially recognize those estimable public servants who have dedicated themselves to

improving the quality of life for their fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, Clark David Baker is one such estimable person who evinces the greatest

integrity and probity in all his chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, A highly respected member of the Nashville community, Mr. Baker has

devoted the past 15 years to serving the YMCA of Middle Tennessee as its President and CEO

and has helped it to grow into one of the largest and most successful YMCAs in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Under Clark Baker's capable leadership, the YMCA of Middle Tennessee

opened 12 new family centers, three skate parks and teen centers, and the Joe C. Davis YMCA

Outdoor Center; and

WHEREAS, The YMCA budget has grown from $5.8 million in 1987 to more than $50

million in 2001; and

WHEREAS, Since 1992, $61 million have been raised in contributions; and
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WHEREAS, Clark Baker revolutionized the way the YMCA looks at fund-raising by

coining the term "friend-raising" to reflect his belief that donors should also be best friends and

enthusiastic advocates in the community; and

WHEREAS, Thanks to Mr. Baker's leadership and direction, the YMCA of Middle

Tennessee is now one of the fastest growing YMCAs in North America, the third largest in

revenue, and the sixth most successful in raising funds for community outreach services; and

WHEREAS, Today's YMCA has 21 family centers serving more than 125,000 people in

eight counties throughout Middle Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Now, having breathed new life into the YMCA of Middle Tennessee and

reinvigorated its finances, Mr. Clark has decided to move on to his next venture and has

accepted an offer to become the CEO of the YMCA of Greater Houston; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his exemplary tenure as President and CEO of the YMCA of

Middle Tennessee, Clark Baker has distinguished himself as a public-spirited citizen of the

highest order and as an exceptional asset to his community; and

WHEREAS, Because he believes so strongly in community involvement, Mr. Baker has

served on numerous church and civic boards in Nashville, including Our Kids, Inc., Council of

United Way Executives, St. Thomas Hospital, and the Rotary Club; and

WHEREAS, As a result of Clark Baker's dedication to public service, he has been the

recipient of numerous awards and honors; and

WHEREAS, In April of 2000, Mr. Baker was selected by the National Institute for

Charitable Giving as a recipient of the prestigious Laureate Award, an award which celebrates

the highest achievement possible in philanthropic leadership, integrity, and commitment to the

winner's institution and its donors; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Baker's remarkable success as a public servant and civic leader is

directly attributable to his reliance on the time-honored values of hard work and common sense

and his uncommon ability to work well with people from all walks of life; and
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WHEREAS, Clark Baker is an extremely giving person who often reaches out with

compassion to people whom life has treated unkindly, and he epitomizes the ideal of the

consummate professional, dedicated public servant, and reliable friend and neighbor; and

WHEREAS, His many accomplishments aside, Mr. Baker is fortunate to share both love

and companionship with his wife, Dr. Carolyn Simpson Baker, and their two daughters; and

WHEREAS, Clark Baker is wholly committed to the noble precepts of public service that

have earned Tennessee recognition as the "Volunteer State," and he should be specially

recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SECOND GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we hereby commend Clark David Baker for his honorable and astute

service to the good people of Tennessee as President and CEO of the YMCA of Middle

Tennessee, salute his unswerving commitment to living the examined life with courage and

conviction, and wish him the best in his new position as CEO of the YMCA of Greater Houston.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


